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What to Bring to Your Initial Conference 

 
Your initial conference (or, “IC” as we sometimes call it) is very important. It is 

essentially a question and answer session—I’ll ask you a lot of questions and you’ll 

have the opportunity to ask me questions. By the end of it, depending on how 

prepared you are, you should be able to walk away knowing whether or not filing 

bankruptcy makes sense for you.  

 
Bankruptcy is ‘fact-intensive,’ meaning the advice I give you will depend largely on the accuracy 

and completeness of the information you will be giving me. To ensure useful results from our 

meeting, please bring the following information and documents. You do not have to comply with 

this request in order to have an Initial Conference, but without this information I will be unable to 

give you advice that is as accurate and complete as it would be otherwise. The value you get from 

the conference depends on the extent of your preparation. 

    

1. Income information. Please fill out the “Average Monthly Income” sheet, which is 

available as a .pdf on this website. Include value received in any form, whether earned or 

unearned, such as paychecks, food stamps, commodities, child support payments, Social 

Security, pensions, etc. Also, if available, please bring your last paycheck voucher for each 

employer you have had for the last six months, showing year-to-date figures for gross 

(before taxes and other deductions) and net (after tax and other deductions). Basically, I 

need any and all information about your household income that you can round up ahead of 

your IC.  

 

2. Expenses information. Please fill out the “Average Monthly Living Expenses” sheet, 

which is available as a .pdf on this website. When completing this sheet, do not include 

payments on unsecured debts such as credit cards, medical bills, payday loans, etc., but 

please do include payments on secured debts such as mortgages, vehicles, tires, furniture, 

appliances, leases, rent-to-own contracts, etc.  

 

3. Income tax returns, both federal and state, for the last two years. Also, do you owe 

any taxes for any year? If so, for what years? Are there tax liens on your property? Do you 
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owe sales taxes, or some other kind of taxes? I need as much information about all tax 

debts as possible, regardless of whether they are two years old or twenty years old. 

 

4. Vehicle information. Please bring the following information for each vehicle, including 

recreational vehicles like snowmobiles, boats and ATVs, that is titled in your name or your 

spouse’s name:  

 

a) A brief description including make and model (such as “1998 Ford Ranger pickup”).  

b) Information about any amount owing on it, the lender’s name, the monthly payment 

amount, and rate of interest. 

c) Information about the approximate value for each vehicle. (It is extremely helpful if 

you bring print-outs from NADA.com or Kelley Blue Book.) 

d) A copy of the vehicle’s title, if possible, especially if you own the vehicle with someone 

else. 

 

Remember, when it comes to vehicles, it’s far better to give me too much information than 

too little!!! 

 

5. If you own or are buying real estate, please bring the last county tax assessment notice 

showing the assessed value of all land and buildings. If money is owed on it, such as a 

mortgage, please also bring the last monthly statement or other evidence of amount owed.  

 

6. Paperwork relating to any lawsuits or other court actions involving you over the past two 

years, including divorce decrees and related property settlement agreements (if any), 

complaints, judgments and garnishments. 

 

7. I won’t need to see your bills at the Initial Conference, but I do need a “ball park” estimate 

of the total of your general unsecured debts, such as all the credit cards, medical bills, 

personal loans, student loans, etc.   

 

8. Government-issued photo identification (such as a driver’s license) for yourself and your 

spouse. 

 

Please note that an initial or follow-up consultation with me or my office does not establish an 

attorney-client relationship. I am happy to meet with you and advise you generally, and in most 

cases, I would be happy to ultimately represent you, but an attorney-client relationship is only 

formed once we have signed a contract for representation and you have paid the full retainer fee.  
 

If you have questions about any of this, please call the office.  

 

I look forward to meeting with you.  

     

   

    Sincerely,  

 

    Tecla Elizabeth Druffel, attorney  


